Polar-bear concern
Canada's environment ministry has declared the polar bear to be a "species of special concern". The 10 November decision means that a management plan to protect the species must be produced within three years. Around two-thirds of the world's polar bears live in Canada. The Center for Biological Diversity, an environmental campaign group based in Tucson, Arizona, complained that the bear should have been listed as 'threatened' or 'endangered' , which would have prohibited some types of hunting and established a protected 'critical habitat' .
Personhood falters
Voters in Mississippi have rejected a state constitutional amendment to redefine 'person' as "every human being from the moment of fertilization, cloning, or the equivalent thereof ". Had the initiative passed on 8 November, it would have outlawed abortion in the socially conservative state and could have restricted the use of reproductive technology and certain contraceptives. The amendment earned 42% of the vote -a significant increase over the 27% and 29% achieved by previous attempts to pass similar amendments in
Nuclear Iran
Iran has pursued work related to the development of a nuclear weapon, the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) said in a report released on 8 November. The assessment marks a significant departure from the agency's previous reports, which have previously criticized Iran for hiding nuclear facilities. See page 282 for more.
Pipeline postponed
The US government has delayed a key decision on whether to approve a 2,700-kilometre pipeline to carry oil from tar sands in Alberta, Canada, to the coast of Texas. On 10 November, the state department said that it needed to explore alternative routes through Nebraska for the Keystone XL pipeline, after protests from
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NSF goes boldly
In an effort to encourage "bold" interdisciplinary research, the US National Science Foundation (NSF) is starting a grants programme that will skip the agency's normal process of external peer review. for up to US$1 million over a period of up to five years, and will be subject only to internal review from the NSF.
Mars no go
As Nature went to press, the Russian space agency Roscosmos had been unable to re-establish contact with its Phobos-Grunt probe. The soilreturn mission was launched on 9 November, but became stuck in an Earth orbit. See page 275 for more.
whether the degree could be withdrawn on grounds of unworthy conduct.
Stem-cell departure
Geron, the first company to gain US approval for a clinical trial using human embryonic stem cells, is to walk away from the scientific field that it helped to create. The firm, based in Menlo Park, California, said on 14 November that it will stop its stem-cell programme and instead focus on cancer therapies. Among the casualties is Geron's landmark 
